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1. Introduction
Many UK universities are paying more attention to new European, Asian

partnerships because of the current economic climate and tuition fees

rise from 2012. This poster explores the student experience of the newly

developed partnership between French Institution EMA Ales and

Staffordshire University.

The skills of the teacher e.g. approachability, teaching techniques, social

skills etc. can produce higher student engagement (Zepke & Leach

2010). Again, according to the Tinto’s model, various factors e.g. teaching

staff, external commitments, the integration of academic and social

communities etc. affect the retention rate (Meeuwisse et al 2010). The

innovative practice embedded in this investigation includes a smart

integration of different techniques to maximise the mutual benefit of the

partnership using effective skills of the teacher.

5. Research Methodology

Collecting feedback using survey and informal interview.

Analysing the feedback.

Identifying the areas of improvements

Developing action plan for the next cohort

6. Survey Results

6.1 Feedback on close ended questions

2. EMA Ales partnership
The brand new partnership with “Ecole des Mines d'Ales” or EMA Ales

(EMA Alex 2011) allows French students to come to Staffordshire

University for one or two months. It offers various opportunities e.g.

double degree, studying at a UK university, getting familiar with English

culture etc. The research involves the “Compiling Techniques” module

and the very first cohort that has been completed in Jul 2011.

4. Objectives
- Understanding the needs and backgrounds of the French students.

- Collecting feedbacks from the students for analysis.

- Maintaining satisfactory level of completion or retention rate.

- Bridging the gaps between French and UK institution.

6.2 Feedback on open ended questions

6.2.1 Positives about the module – student’s view

6.2.2 Things needing improvements – student’s view

7. Critical Analysis

7.1 Positive sides

The survey results and the marks obtained by the students indicate that 

the students were happy with the lectures, tutorial lessons and delivery.

Only one case of plagiarism was identified in the Turnitin system.

Many English technical terms were already known to the students.

32 out of 33  students completed the module successfully.

7.2 Limitations

It is a short-term i.e. 4-week intense course.

16 out of 33 students returned the completed the survey form. However, 1 

student was NOT regular in the classes at all.

8. Conclusion and recommendation

The first batch of EMA Ales students was academically prepared for the 

“Compiling Techniques” module. Although they spent only 4 weeks in 

Stafford, they adapted to the UK education system rapidly. 

Some students expressed their concern to less computer programming in 

section 6.2.2. As this was the very first batch, it was hard to predict or 

understand the level of the students. More programming exercises will be 

included from the next year.

There was a concern towards the accuracy of the Turnitin system in 

section 6.2.2. The Turnitin system was used as a tool for assessment 

submission and quick indication for plagiarism. Actual plagiarism cases 

are identified by the instructor.

Group project can be designed to increase the level of group work.
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3. Aim and motivation
The aim is to understand the requirements of the current students and to

develop action plan to deliver better student experience to the next

cohort. The concept can also be generalised for international, home and

other EU students.


