
Place based care should be a priority to support student 
access requirements and their educational experience. The 
co-production of a hospitality focused art installation for 
focus, social engagement and active learning compensates 
for learning environments without personalities. Developing 
a community of practice art installation, encourages students 
to remain engaged in their education, as participants in
the design of both their learning and emotional landscape. 
“Going to university is about a student’s social and emotional 
development. Rather than giving everyone the same thing, the 
sticky campus is focused on giving everyone the spaces and 
places they personally need” (Plumridge, 2024). An ecology of 
care classroom installation promotes comfort, a reduction of 
anxiety and promotes an educational homeplace.
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1. User led and student-centred educational environments 
which bring to the table a student’s life experience and 
cultures of home in the form of life materials.

2. The promotion of vitality, agency and choice within the 
learning environment challenging the role of the educator as 
being the designer of the classroom.

3. Encouraging students to be the artists of their learning and 
the spaces within which they learn.

4. Flexible learning interiors with zones for care, rejuvenation, 
connectivity and educational achievement.

5. Encouraging student voice and retention through shared 
artistry and a collaborating re-making of the learning 
environment for active learning.

6. Supporting influencer, changemaker and thriving individual
graduate attributes.

An ecology of care is an environment facilitating comfort and 
rejuvenation within a classroom and university campus. The 
purpose is to support belonging within a higher education 
homeplace that respects the studios of home (domestic 
making) and the material culture of students. An ecology of 
care offers an inclusive practice encouraging learners to share 
their life stories through an installation composed of nature, 
refreshments and relational objects. As a centerpiece for 
gathering and conversation an ecology of care is a curation
of mattering, designating learners and educators as artists in 
residence within the classroom. “Research demonstrates that 
feelings of belonging and mattering may impact a student’s 
intention to persist with their studies ( Zawada, 2024).
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“Student wellbeing has a direct impact on whether a student decides to withdraw from university. Building student belonging and engagement can contribute to enhanced student 
experience and retention. Mental health is the most common reason given for a student to drop out of a course. Student mental health problems have tripled” (Douwes, et al., 2023).
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