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Abstract 
How can we support faculty in enhancing student learning and creating a welcoming learning environment in a trauma-sensitive classroom? The research shows that fostering the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) is more effective through faculty learning communities compared to individual teaching grants, seminars, and workshops for faculty (see Cox, 2003). 
This paper presents the case study of building a faculty learning community, or a community of practice (Wenger et al., 2002), among faculty in the university weekend/preparatory program for refugees (OLIve) in Budapest and Berlin in AY 2020-2021. Refugee learners carry diverse experiences of displacement, having endured a unique trauma as a result of conflict in their homeland. Since trauma affects students’ capacity to learn and develop academic skills (see Kroó, 2020), it is even more important to provide tailored support to faculty who teach them. Community of practice (CoP) aimed to support faculty development along the continuum of growth towards the scholarship of teaching - from reflecting and growing in their own teaching, to engaging in a dialogue with colleagues about their teaching practises (see Weston & McAlpine, 2001). 
We present strategies, processes, and activities used to build the CoP - by providing a safe and supportive online space in which faculty can share and discuss challenges, investigate new approaches to teaching, and with the help of facilitators, engage with relevant SoTL research. The discussed approach is not only relevant to any trauma sensitive classroom, but also more broadly for building CoP and supporting faculty, especially in a challenging pandemic context.

Keywords
Trauma-sensitive teaching; scholarship of teaching and learning; SoTL; Community of practice

Disclosure Statement
All materials included in this article represent the authors’ own work and anything cited or paraphrased within the text is included in the reference list. This work has not been previously published nor is it is being considered for publication elsewhere. No conflicts of interest exist which might have influenced us in reporting our findings completely and honestly.

References
Cox, M.D., (2003) ‘Fostering the scholarship of teaching and learning through faculty learning communities’, Journal on Excellence in College Teaching, 14(2/3), pp.161-198.
Davidson, S. (2017) ‘Trauma-informed practices for postsecondary education: A guide’, Education Northwest, 5, pp.3-24.
Harrison, N., Burke, J. and Clarke, I. (2023) ‘Risky teaching: developing a trauma-informed pedagogy for higher education’, Teaching in Higher Education, 28(1), pp.180-194.
Kroo, A. (2020). Trauma Informed Teaching and Learning for Refugee Education Initiatives. Infopack for Instructors. Refugee Education Initiatives. Available at: https://www.refugeeeducationinitiatives.org/handbooks (Accessed 24 April 2023).
Wenger, E., McDermott, R. A., and Snyder, W. (2002) Cultivating communities of practice: A guide to managing knowledge. Harvard Business Press.
Weston, C.B. and McAlpine, L. (2001) ‘Making explicit the development toward the scholarship of teaching’, New Directions for Teaching and Learning, 2001(86), pp.89-97.


Innovative Practice in Higher Education		
© IPiHE 2023
ISSN: 2044-3315
